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Our Mission Statement 
St. Luke’s Parish is an inclusive Christian community dedicated to 

spiritual growth, healing, and compassion through our worship, 
hospitality, and ministry to the larger community. 

 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Sequim, acknowledges that we 

gather on the traditional land of the Jamestown S’Klallam 
people, who are the first people of this part of the Olympic 
Peninsula; they are still here. We honor with  gratitude the 

land itself and the indigenous identity of the  
Jamestown S’Klallam tribe. 

 
 

A note about our service… 
During a time when we are told to celebrate hope, love, joy, and peace, a 
Blue Christmas service recognizes that this season can be a struggle for 
many people.  The service allows for the “blue” feelings we may have 
around Christmas time. We recognize that people who have lost a loved 
one during the year are struggling with that loss. We recognize that this 
year has meant hardship for many people on multiple levels. The service 
offers each of us a place to name our pain and sorrow and to offer  them 
to God, and to receive God’s grace, and deep and abiding peace as we 
continue forward on this journey. 
There will be times of silence during the service. There will also be an 
opportunity to light a candle and write a prayer card towards the end of 
the service. May God’s peace be with you throughout this season. 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering of the Community 
Congregational responses are in bold type throughout the service. 
 
Leader There is nothing in death or life, 
People in the realm of spirits or superhuman powers, 
Leader   in the world as it is or the world as it shall be,  
People in the forces of the universe, in heights or depths, 
Leader   nothing in all creation  
People which can separate us from the love of God. 
All Love never comes to an end. 
 
Opening Prayer 
God of mercy and love, we come offering you our sadness, our pain, 
our fear, our grief, our worry, and our sorrow.  We pray for 
ourselves, our families and all those who struggle during this holiday 
season.  We seek your strength, your courage, and your peace.  Help 
us remember that we do not take a single step without you by our 
side; that you share in every moment of our lives.  We give you 
thanks for joining us on our journey.  Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 
Psalm 22:1-5, 11, 22-24 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from helping me,  

from the words of my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
    and by night but find no rest. 
Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our ancestors trusted; 
    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried, and were saved; 
    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
Do not be far from me, 
    for trouble is near 
    and there is no one to help. 



But you, O Lord, do not be far away! 
    O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
You who fear the Lord, praise him! 
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me, 
    but heard when I cried to him. 
 
First Reading         Psalm 121  
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

    from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, * 

    the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

    and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

    shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 

    the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 

    it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and 

        your coming in, * 
    from this time forth for evermore. 

 
Hymn - Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming – Hymnal #81 
Verse 1 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 



As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-gone was the night. 

Verse 2 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
She bore to men a Savior 
When half-gone was the night. 

Verse 3  
This Flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load 

 
The Second Reading         Isaiah 40 (selected verses)  
“Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God.   
Speak to the heart of Jerusalem,  

and call to her that the time of service is ended...  
Look up to the heavens!  Who made the stars,  

if not the One who drills them like an army,  
calling each one by its own name?  

So mighty is God's power and strength  
that not one fails to answer.   

Israel, why then do you complain 
that our God does not know your troubles  
or care if you suffer injustice?  

Our God, the everlasting God,  
the creator of the farthest parts of the earth,  
never grows tired or weary.   

No one can fathom the depths of God's understanding.  



God gives power to the faint 
and strength to the powerless.   

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.”   
 
A time of silence is kept, opened and closed with the chime of a bell.  
 
The Third Reading        Matthew 11:28-30 
Reader  A reading from Matthew 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 
Homily  
 
A time of silence is kept 
 
Hymn - O come, o come Emmanuel – Hymnal #56, verses 1, 2, 6 
 
Verse 1   O come, O come, Emmanuel 

and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall ransom captive Israel 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high 
who orderest all things mightily 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in her ways to go.   Refrain  

 
O come, thou Dayspring from on high 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s bleak shadow put to flight. Refrain 

 
Candle Lighting 

Leader Today we have experienced the shortest day of the year, 
People Tonight is the longest night of the year. 



Leader Memories of the past can challenge our hope, 
People Our struggles in the present can feel overwhelming. 
Leader There seems to be so much darkness 
People And, yet, we can see a bit of light 
Leader That light changes everything, 
People It isn’t quite as dark as it was before. 
Leader The light which enlightens everyone is coming into the 

world, 
People The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did 

not overcome it. 
Each candle is lit, a small bit of light that changes everything.  Participants at 
home are invited to light their candles as well.  

Leader There is nothing in death or life, 
People in the realm of spirits or superhuman powers, 
Leader in the world as it is or the world as it shall be, 
People in the forces of the universe, in heights or depths, 
Leader nothing in all creation 
People which can separate us from the love of God. 
All Love never comes to an end. 
 
The Prayers  
Loving God, you made us in your image.  Look upon us with 
compassion; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
God of the present moment, God who stills the storm and soothes the 
frantic heart, we need you; we offer you our imperfect lives, doing our 
best in uncertain times.  Bring us hope, courage, and peace; remind us 
that your will for each of us is health, wholeness and love.  We give you 
thanks and praise in all things.  Amen. 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 
care and love, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we 
can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
A time of silence is kept. During that time, participants are invited to write a 
prayer card. They can then come forward with their unlit tea light and light it 
from the candle on the altar, leaving the candle on the altar with the cards they 
have written. 



 To close the candle lighting, the following Collect is said by all 

Grant, Almighty God, grant that the words which we have heard 
this evening with our outward ears may, through your grace, be so 
grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they may bring forth in us your 
love, grace and peace, to your honor and praise.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All  Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your Name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
  and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours  
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn - It came upon the midnight clear – Hymnal #89 
Verse 1 

It came upon a midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men 
from heaven's all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

Verse 2 
Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wing, 



and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 

Verse 3 
All ye beneath life's crushing load 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow, 
look now for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 
O rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing 
And hear the angels sing. 

Verse 4 
For lo! the days are hastening on, 
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold. 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

 
The Blessing  
God be your comfort, and your strength; 
God be your hope and your support; 
God be your light and your way; 
and the blessing of God, 
Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life 
remain with you now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
The people are dismissed with these words 

Go forth remembering this:  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 
God’s mercies never come to an end. 
People   Amen.  

 
 



 
We give thanks for all  

who served in and for the liturgy today. 
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